EFSANE HOCAMIZ
PROF. DR. GUNTHER GARBRECHT

Sevgili Hocam Garbrecht icin yazmak hem
onur verici hem de ¢ok zor...

Aysen Elgi Ergin
Subat, 2022

Yil 1962, Sonbahar dénemi ODTU Insaat Mihendisligi 3. sinif égrencisiyim ve egitim TBMM
arkasindaki barakalarda strlyor... 'CE 371 Fluid Mechanics' dersi icin Garbrecht Hocamizin
sinifa ilk girisini hatirhyorum. Glgli adimlan, dimdik durusu ile ilerledi, adini kara tahtaya
yazdi ve hizla dersini vermeye basladi, cok duzgln sekiller gizerek, denklemleri yazarak
biraz korku ile anlamaya ve hizla not almaya galistigimiz akiskanlar mekanigini anlatmaya
basladi... Baraka déneminde hidrolik laboratuvari, barakalar arasina kurulmus, donanimi
ve altyapisi yetersiz baraj ve su yapilarinin modellerinden ibaretti. 1963 ilkbahar donemi ise
Hocamizin verdigi' CE 372 Open Channel Hydraulics' dersini gene biraz korku ile ama onun
O0dgrencisi olmanin dederini anlamis olarak aldik. Dersin 6devlerini, Asistanimiz Ertan
Acaroglu'nun 'Accepted, but not corrected' damgasi ile geri alirdik...

Bu siirecte, ikinci Diinya savasinda savas pilotu olmasinin verdigi 6zgiiven, titizlik, calisma
enerjisiyle Hocamiz, yalnizca verdigi derslerle dedil dersin 6tesinde duyarli insan yapisi
ile de biz 6grencilerine ulasiyordu. Ogrencisi olan bizlerde ve cevresinde calisti§i herkesle
tikenmeyen enerjisi, nerede ise 7/24 calisma dlizeniyle biyik bir saygr ve sevgi
yaratiyordu... Bizler de boyle bir efsane hocanin 6drencileri olmaktan blylk gurur
duyuyorduk.

Insaat Mihendisligi, Hidrolik bilim dal Garbrecht Hocamiz, Korkut Ozal Hocamiz ve 70'li
yillarda Cahit Ciray Hocamizin katilimi ile gliglenen egitim kadrosu ve asistan, teknisyen ve
idari kadrosu ile egitim vermede ve 1964 yilinda yeni ODTU kampisinde acilisi yapilan
Hidrolik Laboratuvari’nda fiziksel model c¢alismalari da baglamistir. Garbrecht Hocamizin
yoneticiliginde yapilan Hopa Limani Calkanti Deneyleri, Catalagzi Termik Santral Su alma
Agzi Dalgakiran Deneyleri Hidrolik Laboratuvarinda yapilan ilk fiziksel model calismalaridir.
ODTU kampiisiinde 1965 yilinda Y. Lisans derecemi alarak mezun olduktan sonra ayni yil
sonbahar déneminde Insaat Miihendisligi Hidrolik Bilim Dalina Garbrecht Hocamizin asistani
olarak girdim. 1965-1970 vyillari arasinda Hidrolik Laboratuvarinda arkadasglarimin bir
bélimi yiiksek lisans calismalarini Garbrecht Hocamiz bir bélimi de Korkut Ozal Hocamiz
ile tamamlamistir.



Bu stlirecte, Hidrolik Laboratuvari akademik ve idari kadrosu, mezunlarimiz ile ilgili bilgiler,
insaat Muhendisligi Bolimimuizin yilliklarinda 1964 yilindan itibaren yer almaktadir.
Yasanan bu yillarda, en énemli gercek ise Hidrolik Laboratuvarinin basta Garbrecht Hocamiz
olmak Uzere hocalarimiz, asistanlar ve yliksek lisans o6grencileri ve idari kadrosu ile birbirini
seven, koruyan, saygl duyan akademik aileye doénlsmesidir. Bu bulytk ailenin Hidrolik
Laboratuvarinda 1964-1971 vyillarinda strekli yenilenen ve blylyen kadrosu ile gekilen
fotograflari, o yillardan aklimizda kalan cok glizel bir anilari yansitmaktadir.

Hidrolik Laboratuvari Garbrecht Hocamizin Yiiksek . . , .
Lisans Odrencileri ve Idari Kadro (1965) Akademik ve Idari Kadro Toplu Resim (1971)



Hidrolik Laboratuvari Akademik ve Idari Kadro Toplu Resim (1971)

Hidrolik laboratuvarinda Hocamiz Garbrecht hig hiz kesmeyen rlizgari ile 8.30-17.30 calisma
slireleri ile kisith olmayan yodun bir galisma dizeni vardi... Bltin bu yodun galisma
dldzeninin bizlere geri dontisimdu ise hocamizin unutulmaz, laboratuvar, ev, toplantilan ve
teknik gezileri oldu. Cok yodun gecen teknik gezilerin geceleri Garbrecht Hocamizin
cevresinde, hepimizin toplandigi masada devam ederdi. Bu toplantilar ¢odu kez anlatilan
hikayeler, yasanan inanilmaz olaylar ve hepimizi guldiren anilarla biterdi. Gezi sabahlari ise
her zaman en erken uyanan Hocamiz ve asistan olarak zorunlu uyanan ben gecenin
yorgunlugunu cikaramayan arkadaslarimi beklerdik...

Hidrolik Laboratuvarinda Hocamizin hazirladidi sosyal toplantilar cok heyecanla beklenen
etkinliklerdi. Bu toplantilardan en unutulmazi ise, Ikinci Diinya Savasinda savas pilotu olan
Hocamizin, toplantiya katilan Ingiliz Profesériin 'Have you ever been to London?' sorusuna
'Yes, during Second World War..." cevabini verdigi toplanti olmustur. Kendisinin en sevdigi
hikayesi ise Karadeniz gezisinde yasadigidir. Karadenizli kdylinin 'Adin ne Hoca?' sorusuna
verdigi 'Garbrecht' cevabina 'bunun Tirkgesi ne?' diye sormasini hep glilerek anlatirdi...

Hocamizla Eglenceli Laboratuvar ve Aksam Yemegi Toplantilari



Hocamizin Unutulmaz Teknik Gezileri (1965-1971)

Garbrecht Hocanin asistani olmak benim igin ¢ok gurur verici bir sansti. Cok dikkatli olarak,
yanlis yapmaktan gekinerek onun hizina yetismeye calisirdim. 'Plan Ahead' ilkesini, sistemli
calismayi, yeri gelince hosgérili olmayi, arkadaslarla glilmeyi ve paylasmayi, disiplini ve
zamani dodru kullanmayi bize 6Jgreten sevgili Hocam ileriki yillarda bana hep yol gosterici
oldu.

Garbrecht Hocamiz, Tlrkiye'yi ¢cok sevdi ve bir Tirk dostu olarak tlkemize hizmet etti. Kendi
teknik alaninda bilimsel calismalarinin yani sira Ege ydresinde Bergama Antik Kenti'nde,
eski su yollan icin yapilan antik donem arkeolojik calismalari da cok dederlidir. Yaptigi
muhendislik calismalar, akademik calismalari, yazdigi kitaplarla, bilimsel, arkeolojik
calismalariyla en 6énemlisi yetistirdigi biz 6grenciler ile Ulkemize gok bulyilk katkilar veren
Hocamizin ODTU'ye 1998 yilinda yapti§i son ziyareti ise bir veda ziyaretiydi...

Hocamiza ODTU Sosyal Binada Veda Yemedi (Aralik, 1998)

Bizleri yetistirdi, sevdi biz de onu Efsane Hocamiz Garbrecht olarak hep sevecediz ve saygi
ile anacadiz, anilarimizda ve bize 6grettigi dederlerle hep yanimizda olacak...
Aysen Elgi Ergin



Sevgili Hocam Giinther Garbrecht

ODTU’niin ilk yillarinda orada bulunmaktan, okuma, arastirma zevkinin bana ve arkadaslarima
asilanmasindan 6tiirii kendimizi cok sansli hissederim. ODTU’Ii yillarimda hocalarim Korkut Ozal
ve bilhassa Glnther Garbrecht’in cok etkisi olmustur.

1964 yazinda DSI Toprak ve Kaya Dolgular béliimiinde yaz stajimizi arkadasim Tuncer Oriikli
yaptiktan sonra, 1964-1964 senesinde mezuniyetimizi bir sene erteleyerek, hocamiz Korkut
Ozal'in yénetiminde, arkadasim Tuncer Oriiklii ile birlikte, ODTU’niin batisindaki Toprak Su’nun
Beytepe Goleti’nin projesini gelistirdik. Bir geng mihendis igin kendine glivenini agilayan daha
blyuk bir ilk proje olabilecegini diisinmiyorum.

Dr. Glinther Garbrecht benim sadece master hocam degildi. Onu hayatim boyunca kendime bir
ornek yapmaya calistim. Master’imi aldiktan sonra kendisinin asistani olarak bir seneden fazla
ODTU’de degerli arkadasim Oner Yiicel ile ofisimizi paylastim. 1967 yazinda, Dr. Giinther
Garbrecht’in akademik calistirmalarinin yoninii tamamen degistirecek Bergama Antik kentinde,
yazin iki ay, sarniglarin boyutlarini, sehre su getiren kiintlerin egimini, ODTU’ye déndiigiimiizde
bu kiintlerin su tasima kapasitesini degerlendirmesinde payim oldu. Hocamin biyografisinde
goreceginiz gibi akademik ¢alismalarinin ¢ok blylk bir bélimi, daha evvel konusu olmayan
antik hidrolik yapilar tGzerindedir. Blytk bir cesaretle, yoniini degistirip, bu konu lizerinde
zamanin en degerli uzmani oldu.

insanin hayat cizgisi, dniine gelen firsatlari taniyip, arastirip, bilgi sahibi olarak kendini
gelistirmesi ile zenginlesir.

O bana hayatimin sablonu olmustur. UCD’deki ¢alismalarimda hidrolikten, drenaja; drenajdan
radyo aktif elemanlarin deneylerde su miktarinin dlglilmesine; laboratuvar ve arazi deneylerinin
ilkel sayilabilecek bilgisayarlarla kontrol ve 6lcimlerinde ve en nihayet hayatimin biylk bir
kismini adadigim bilgisayarlara gecisimdeki cesareti onun bana verdigi 6rnekte buldum.

Isiklar icerisinde uyu degerli hocam.

Akin Orhun



Sevgili Hocalarim

Ben de hidrolik mihendisliginden master yapanlardanim. Dogal olarak 6grencilik donemimizde
Giinther Garbrecht ve Korkut Ozal ile ¢ok yakin iliskide olmustum.

Gorevim icabl yanimda bircok gen¢g miihendis ¢alistirdim. Bana ¢ok basit gériinen bazi goérevleri
yapamadiklarini gérdiikce, zaman zaman “Acaba bunlar mi geri zekali, yoksa ben mi sliper
zekaliyim” diye disindtGgiim olmustur.

Ogrencilik donemimizde pek farkinda degildik, ama mezuniyetimizden 15 yil sonra bize
muihendisligin ne mertebede 6gretildigini fark ettim. Daha dnceden hig bilgim olmayan
konularda, 6nce bilgi toplayip konuyu 6grenmek ve sonra o konuda karar vermek 6zelligimin
ODTU mezunu olmayan miihendislerde pek bulunmadiginin farkina vardim. Bu sayede 6zellikle
yurtdisinda calisirken bircok sorunun ¢6zimiini bulup uygulama cesaretini kendimde buldum.

Bu 6zelliklerin de bize bu iki hocamiz tarafindan kazandirildigini yine mezuniyetimden 15 yil
sonra fark ettim. Her ikisini de rahmet ve minnetle aniyorum.

Sevgiler, saygilar,

Okan Gozen



Gilinther Garbrecht

Gunther Garbrecht (born January 10, 1925 in the Lockstedt camp ; T February 23, 2019 in Grof
Schwilper) was a German civil engineer, structural engineering historian and university professor.

Garbrecht grew up in the Pomeranian Locknitz , where his parents ran a butcher shop. From there he
attended a grammar school in Stettin , where he obtained his Abitur prematurely, in order to then do his
military service in the air force. After returning from captivity, he began studying civil engineering at the
TH Karlsruhe and was able to complete it in 1949. Garbrecht then worked as an assistant at the local
Institute for Hydraulic Engineering with Heinrich Wittmann (1899-1967) and learned the methods of
hydraulic engineering at the Research Institute for Hydraulic Engineering and Foundation Engineering.

In 1952 he was awarded a doctorate degree from the TH Karlsruhe with a dissertation on water runoff in
curved rivers [1]. PhD.

Garbrecht worked from 1954 to 1957 as a consultant at the Technical University of Istanbul and for
another three years at the Turkish state hydraulic engineering administration DSI. There he took care
of the functionality of old dams. In 1960 Garbrecht was entrusted with the establishment and
management of the hydraulic engineering and water management department of the Middle East
Technical University (METU) in Ankara, which was founded in 1956 - a task that he carried out until
1969 and for which METU awarded him an honorary doctorate in 1981.

During his creative period in Ankara, Garbrecht met the former President of the German Archaeological
Institute (DAI),Erich Max Boehringer (1897-1971), who was in charge of the excavations in Pergamon at
the time and invited him to investigate water management issues in this ancient metropolis. So from
1967 Garbrecht's research into ancient hydraulic engineering began. In 1969, Garbrecht accepted a
professorship for hydraulic engineering and water management from the University of Zambia. At the
end of 1971, he succeeded Friedrich Zimmermann (1902-1973) and headed the chair for hydraulic
engineering and cultural engineering at the Leichtweil} Institute at the TU Braunschweig, founded by
Ludwig Leichtweil3, until his retirement in 1987.

The new building of the LeichtweiR Institute, which was moved into in 1973, offered Garbrecht and his
employees’ excellent opportunities in practical research with the help of model tests, which were
reflected in over 200 expert opinions. In addition, research stations in Peru, Zambia and Saudi Arabia
made it possible for young scientists to gain experience abroad. During his time in Braunschweig,
Garbrecht supervised 18 dissertations, wrote over 100 publications and reported in more than 200
lectures on the work of the institute on a national and international level.

At the 1978 merger of the Board of Trustees for Water and Culture and the German Association for
Water Management (DVW) to the Association for Water Management and Culture (DVWK), which later
merged with the Abwassertechnischen Vereinigung (ATV) to form the German Association for Water
Management, Sewage and Waste (DWA) should merge, Garbrecht was significantly involved.



Garbrecht's scientific passion was researching the history of hydraulic engineering in collaboration with
researching colleagues in archeology. Research in Pergamon was resumed as early as 1972 and
continued in many campaigns. For this he was awarded the Frontinus Medal of the Frontinus Society in
1981 [2] . In 1982 the construction survey and its interpretation of Sadd el-Kafara in Wadi Garawi , the
world's oldest high dam in Egypt, followed . Then he got involved in 1985/86 in the investigation of the
water management infrastructure of the historical Resafa in Syria. In the fall of 1987 and spring of 1988,
the focus of research on the historical field was then shifted to Israel . Here, the hydrotechnical systems
of the royal winter palaces from the Hasmonean era in Jericho were found, documented and analyzed.
Between the two campaigns in Jericho, in January / February 1988, the field work to research the
legendary Moris Lake in the Fayoum Depression west of the Nile in Egypt was carried out in a further
project. At the end of 1988, work began to research water management in Roman thermal baths. Using
the example of the Caracalla Baths in Romethe water flows within the entire complex could be
determined under the assumption of a free, unregulated flow. The results of all these projects were
primarily published in 21 reports as part of the reports from the Leichtweil} Institute [3].

The last project Garbrecht dealt with was based on his work in Turkey while at METU. At that time he
had already inspected dams from the Urartian era and documented the remains of the Menua Canal.
Together with more recent findings from literature, he managed to get a picture of historical hydraulic
structures in Eastern Anatolia in the Kingdom of Urartu from the 9th to 7th centuries BC.

In 1976 Garbrecht, in cooperation with the study group for the history of hydraulic engineering, water
management and hydrology, initiated a conference on hydrotechnical systems from antiquity in
Koblenz. This was followed by corresponding events in many countries around the Mediterranean, since
1994 under the heading Cura Aquarum ... stood and finally the international connections of in January
2002 in Mainz , founded the German water Historical Society (DWhG), headquartered in Siegburg
represented. This society promoted Garbrecht to the best of their ability and therefore appointed him
an honorary member because of his research into the history of ancient hydraulic engineering. As a
“mentor for research into hydraulic engineering in antiquity” [4], Garbrecht made a decisive
contribution to the historiography of civil engineering.
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